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Satanic Failure Conceived by Shadowy Female:
Blake’ s Milton, Plate(TJOTI0

g o o o

Noriko KAWASAKI
Abstract

This paper discusses one passage from William Blake's Milton, platéN 0 line§1-£1. In this passage, a character called the “ Shadowy
Female’ plays a vita role to anticipate the failure of the scientific and self-righteous side of Satan’s mind. Furthermore, her counterpart or
spouse, Orc, plays in some way a role as her mirror-image, as shown in linesCTJ{1]. Beulah is the intermediate area between Eternity and the
phenomenal world called Ulro. Thisarea, with itsimagery of twenty-seven Heavens and Palestinian topography in Ancient Judea, sets the back-
ground in which Shadowy Female is active. The preposition, “over,” which is used three times in this passage, implies that the Shadowy Female
is akin to Satan, through its association with another Satanic expression, “cover.” As is often found in Blake's descriptions of the feminine

métier, her Satanic failure of taking the Human Form as her own is alluded to with the metaphor of clothing.
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And Tharmas Demon of the Waters, & Orc, whois Luvah

The Shadowy Female seeing Milton, how!’d in her lamentation

Over the Deeps, outstretching her Twenty seven Heavens over Albion

0 Milton, plate DO WO O O
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And thus the Shadowy Female howlsin articulate howlings

| will lament over Milton in the lamentations of the afflicted

My Garments shall be woven of sighs & heart broken lamentations
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The misery of unhappy Families shall be drawn out into its border

Wrought with the needle with dire sufferings poverty pain & woe

Along the rocky Island & thence throughout the whole Earth
OMiltonMOMOOOODOO
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There shall be the sick Father & his starving Family! There
The Prisoner in the stone Dungeon & the Slave at the Mill
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I will have Writings written all over it in Human Words

That every Infant that is born upon the Earth shall read

And get by rote as ahard task of alife of sixty years

I will have Kings inwoven upon it, & Councelllors & Mighty Men
The Famine shall clasp it together with buckles & Clasps

And the Pestilence shall beitsfringe & the War itsgirdie

To divide into Rahab & Tirzah that Milton may cometo our tents
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For | will put on the Human Form & take the Image of God
Even Pity & Humanity but my Clothing shall be Cruelty
And | will put on Holiness as a breastplate & as a helmet
And &l my ornaments shall be of the gold of broken hearts
And the precious stones of anxiety & care & desperation & death
And repentance for sin & sorrow & punishment & fear
To defend me from thy terrors O Orc! my only beloved!
O Milton[MMO M0 OMomo
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