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Songs to Gods or Goddess Performed Officially
-A Case of Sarahama, Irabu-Island of Okinawa-
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Abstract

Priests who perform rituals for community are called Tukasanma in Sarahama, Irabu-island of Okinawa. Even among Tukasanmas,
those who offer songs to gods or goddess are called Kakaranma. Tukasanma (Kakaranma) usually are chosen by drawing lots from
married women who live in Sarahama. But, since that women have become to refuse to take the Tukasanma (Kakaranma) in recent
years, and the position of Tukasanma (Kakaranma) becomes vacant at present, so songs offered to gods or goddess have not been
passed down to the next generation. On the other hand, the women who once took the Kakaranma have become to sing those songs

officially in public places recently. Ssikkim-Kuts, the traditional ritual performed by priests, has been performed officially in Chindo-
island, Korea, too. Comparing with the case of Ssikkim-Kuts, Chindo-island in Korea, this article is about to study Kakaranma’s

songs performed officially in public places.
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