g B T 37 2 - HE R SR B AL 25 61 M (FEpR 24 4E 3 1)

HAZ A = B AChristmas Carol O¥E#f

The Spirit of A Christmas Carol Effective in our Times

HH EER
Tsuneyoshi YOSHIDA

A Christmas Carol is a story written in the middle of the nineteenth century by Charles Dickens.

an old miser named Scrooge.

good time when people open their shut-up hearts freely and enjoy themselves.

His nephew Fred is, unlike Scrooge, very friendly to everyone.
Words such as “kind,” “forgiving,” “charitable”

Abstract

Fred thinks that Christmas is

and “pleasant” uttered by Fred produce the spirit of Christmas to which he is faithful.

Scrooge has been living his life in an extremely selfish way. He lacks the spirit of Christmas and annoys others around him.

So, he is depicted critically in the story.

in our times.
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The leading character is
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In this essay, the present writer tried to make clear how effective the spirit of Christmas is
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Christmas Carol lies in the reeducation of Scrooge, a

utilitarian businessman motivated solely by the desire for
»l

the essence of A

financial profit.
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. he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone,
Scrooge! a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping,

clutching, covetous, old sinner!  Hard and sharp as flint,

from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire;
secret, and self-contained, and solitary as an oyster.
The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his
pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek, stiffened his gait;
made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out
shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty rime was on his
head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried
his own low temperature always about with him; he iced
his office in the dog-days; and didn't thaw it one degree
at Christmas. (Stave 1, p. 8)
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. I am sure | have always thought of Christmas
time, when it has come round—apart from the
veneration due to its sacred name and origin, if anything
belonging to it can be apart from that—as a good time; a
kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time; the only time |
know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men and
women seem by one consent to open their shut-up
hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if
they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not
another race of creatures bound on other journeys. And
therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold
or silver in my pocket, | believe that it has done me
good, and will do me good; and | say, God bless it!”
(Stave 1, p. 10)
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“1 wish to be left alone,” said Scrooge. “Since you
ask me what | wish, gentlemen, that is my answer. |
don’t make merry myself at Christmas and I can’t afford
to make idle people merry. | help to support the
establishments | have mentioned—they cost enough;
and those who are badly off must go there.”

“Many can’t go there; and many would rather die.”

“If they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had
better do it, and decrease the surplus population.
Besides—excuse me—I don’t know that.”

“But you might know it,” observed the gentleman.

“It's not my business,” Scrooge returned. “It’s
enough for a man to understand his own business, and
not to interfere with other people’s.  Mine occupies me
constantly. Good afternoon, gentlemen!” (Stave 1, p.
12)
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Old Fezziwig laid down his pen, and looked up at the
clock, which pointed to the hour of seven. He rubbed
his hands; adjusted his capacious waistcoat; laughed all

over himself, from his shoes to his organ of
benevolence; and called out in a comfortable, oily, rich,
fat, jovial voice:

“Yo ho, there! Ebenezer! Dick!”

Scrooge’s former self, now grown a young man,
came briskly in, accompanied by his fellow-"prentice.

“Dick Wilkins, to be sure!” said Scrooge to the Ghost.
“Bless me, yes. There he is. He was very much attached
to me, was Dick. Poor Dick! Dear, dear!”

“Yo ho, my boys!” said Fezziwig. “No more work
to-night. Christmas Eve, Dick. Christmas, Ebenezer!
Let’s have the shutters up,” cried old Fezziwig, with a
sharp clap of his hands, “before a man can say Jack
Robinson!” (Stave 2, pp. 30-31)
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“Our contract is an old one. It was made when we
were both poor and content to be so, until, in good
season, we could improve our worldly fortune by our
patient industry. You are changed. When it was made,
you were another man.”

“I was a boy,” he said impatiently.

“Your own feeling tells you that you were not what
you are,” she returned. “I am. That which promised
happiness when we were one in heart, is fraught with
misery now that we are two. How often and how
keenly | have thought of this, I will not say. It is
enough that | have thought of it, and can release you.”
(Stave 2, p. 34)
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The poulterers’ shops were still half open, and the
fruiterers” were radiant in their glory. There were great,
round, pot-bellied baskets of chestnuts, shaped like the
waistcoats of jolly old gentlemen, lolling at the doors,
and tumbling out into the street in their apoplectic
opulence. There were ruddy, brown-faced, broad-
girthed Spanish Onions, shining in the fatness of their
growth like Spanish Friars, and winking from their
shelves in wanton slyness at the girls as they went by,
and glanced demurely at the hung-up mistletoe. There
were pears and apples, clustered high in blooming
pyramids; there were bunches of grapes, made in the
shopkeepers’ benevolence to dangle from conspicuous
hooks, that people’s mouths might water gratis as they
passed; there were piles of filberts, mossy and brown,
recalling, in their fragrance, ancient walks among the
woods, and pleasant shufflings ankle deep through
withered leaves; there were Norfolk Biffins, squab and
swarthy, setting off the yellow of the oranges and
lemons, and, in the great compactness of their juicy
persons, urgently entreating and beseeching to be
carried home in paper bags and eaten after dinner.
(Stave 3, p. 41)
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It was a Game called Yes and No, where Scrooge's
nephew had to think of something, and the rest must
find out what; he only answering to their questions yes
or no, as the case was.  The brisk fire of questioning to
which he was exposed, elicited from him that he was
thinking of an animal, a live animal, rather a
disagreeable animal, a savage animal, an animal that
growled and grunted sometimes, and talked sometimes,
and lived in London, and walked about the streets, and
wasn't made a show of, and wasn't led by anybody, and
didn't live in a menagerie, and was never killed in a
market, and was not a horse, or an ass, or a cow, or a
bull, or a tiger, or a dog, or a pig, or a cat, or abear. At
every fresh question that was put to him, this nephew
burst into a fresh roar of laughter; and was so
inexpressibly tickled, that he was obliged to get up off
the sofa and stamp. At last the plump sister, falling into
a similar state, cried out:

“I have found it out! | know what it is, Fred! | know
what it is!”

“What is it?” cried Fred.

“It's your Uncle Scro-0-0-0-oge!” (Stave 3, p. 55)
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From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children;
wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, miserable. They
knelt down at its feet, and clung upon the outside of its
garment.

“Oh, Man! look here. Look, look, down herel!”
exclaimed the Ghost.

They were a boy and girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged,
scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too, in their humility.
Where graceful youth should have filled their features
out, and touched them with its freshest tints, a stale and
shriveled hand, like that of age, had pinched, and
twisted them, and pulled them into shreds. Where
angels might have sat enthroned, devils lurked, and
glared out menacing. No change, no degradation, no
perversion of humanity, in any grade, through all the
mysteries of wonderful creation, has monsters half so
horrible and dread. (Stave 3, p. 56)
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“Spirit! are they yours?”
more.

“They are Man’s,” said the Spirit, looking down
upon them. “And they cling to me, appealing from

Scrooge could say no

their fathers. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is
Want. Beware them both, and all of their degree, but
most of all beware this boy, for on his brow | see that
written which is Doom, unless the writing be erased.
Deny it!” cried the Spirit, stretching out its hand
towards the city. “Slander those who tell it ye!
Admit it for your factious purposes, and make it worse.
And bide the end!” (Stave 3, p. 57)
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The Spirit stopped beside one little knot of business
men. Observing that the hand was pointed to them,
Scrooge advanced to listen to their talk.

“No,” said a great fat man with a monstrous chin, “I
don’t know much about it, either way. | only know he’s
dead.”
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“When did he die?” inquired another.

“Last night, | believe.”

“Why, what was the matter with him?” asked a third,
taking a vast quantity of snuff out of a very large
snuff-box. “I thought he’d never die.”

“God knows,” said the first, with a yawn.

“What has he done with his money?” asked a
red-faced gentleman with a pendulous excrescence on
the end of his nose, that shook like the gills of a
turkey-cock.

“I haven’t heard,” said the man with the large chin,
yawning again. “Left it to his company, perhaps. He
hasn’t left it to me. That’s all I know.”

This pleasantry was received with a general laugh.

“It’s likely to be a very cheap funeral,” said the same
speaker; “for upon my life | don’t know of anybody to
go to it. Suppose we make up a party and volunteer?”

“I don’t mind going if a lunch is provided,” observed
the gentleman with the excrescence on his nose. “But |
must be fed, if I make one.”

Another laugh. (Stave 4, p. 59)
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“Is it good?” she said, “or bad?”—to help him.

“Bad,” he answered.

“We are quite ruined?”

“No. There is hope yet, Caroline.”

“If he relents,” she said, amazed, “there is! Nothing is
past hope, if such a miracle has happened.”

“He is past relenting,” said her husband. “He is
dead.”

She was a mild and patient creature if her face spoke
truth; but she was thankful in her soul to hear it, and she
said so, with clasped hands. She prayed forgiveness the

next moment, and was sorry; but the first was the
emotion of her heart. (Stave 4, p. 66)
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. But however and whenever we part from one
another, 1 am sure we shall none of us forget poor Tiny
Tim—shall we—or this first parting that there was
among us?”

“Never, father!” cried they all.

“And | know,” said Bob, “I know, my dears, that
when we recollect how patient and how mild he was;
although he was a little, little child; we shall not quarrel
easily among ourselves, and forget poor Tiny Tim in
doing it.”

“No, never, father!” they all cried again.

“l am very happy,” said little Bob, “I am very
happy!” (Stave 4, pp. 68-69)
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A churchyard. Here, then; the wretched man whose
name he had now to learn, lay underneath the ground.
It was a worthy place. Walled in by houses; overrun
by grass and weeds, the growth of vegetation’s death,
not life; choked up with too much burying; fat with
repleted appetite. A worthy place! (Stave 4, p. 69)
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